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Dogs unrestrained in cars distract drivers,
pose threat

Updated 55 9m ago | Commentzs U 58 | Racommand & 4 E-mail | Save | Print | Reprints & Permassions | m
By Larry Copeland, USA TODAY Share
Dog lovers, beware: Taking man's best b Yahoo! Buzz
friend for a ride could be risky.

m Ackd 10 Mixx
Nearly 60% of dog owners have driven while
distracted by their pets as passengers, [ Facebook
according to a new survey by auto club AAA
Only 17% — about one in Six — ever use L Twiter
animal restraints, which can prevent pets RE
riarge By Robyn Bad AFP/Getty Images from b@ing a distraction and protect them n

and other occupants in a crash, the suvey  subseribe

Dogs ride shotgun in thair ownars car in Bevarly finds.

Hills, Calif., on July 18 X7 my Y ahoo
In crashes, unrestrained dogs pose an 2
unintended threat to the driver and other 8 1Googe
passengers, says Jennifer Huebner- L o

B CANINE COMPANY Davidson, manager of traffic safety

programs at AAA

She says an unrestrained 10-pound dog In a crash at 50 mph
will exert 500 pounds of force on whatever it strikes; an 80-
pound dog in a crash at just 30 mph will exert about 2,400
pounds, she says. Unrestrained dogs also can prove

Percentage of people who take ther dogs

On keisura rides distracting by chimbing onio the drivers lap, interfering with the

I - ability 1o Steer or crawling onto the faol pedals.

On local errands TELL US: Where does Fido sif in your car?

I, - ANIMAL NEWWS: Community for dog and cal lovers

To the pat slore

l:ﬁt_. " The American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty o Animals
recormmends that people use restraints on dogs and cats 1o

On day trips prevent harm to the animals, the driver and other passengers,

[0 savs Louwise Murray, a veleninarian and vice president of the
Soutes: ARA-Kuigo onling surey of 1,000 dog ASPCA's Bergh Memorial Animal Hospital in Mew Yark

owehy g i vehig B awg drivah wailds Bhair dog in the pas

12 monthe. Sumey has a margin of ererof = 3.4 PEES not anly showldnd ride in the driver's lap, they also

percentage points shouldnt ride in the fronl passenger seat bacause of the risk of
injury frorn a deploying airfbag, Murray says, “The bestway for
people 1o think about this s to cornpans the dog o having a
child in the car® she says

Pel rastraints include hamesses, hard- of sof-sided travel crates and vehicle seats.

People are taking their dogs along for leisure rides, on local errands and on other frips, according 1o the onling
survey by Al and Kurgo of 1,000 dog owners who have driven with their dogs in the past 12 months. Other
risks of riding with unrestrained dogs: Aftar a crash, the animal might run away or prévent rescue personneal
from reaching injured motorists.

Almast four in 10 {399%) households in the USA have a dog, the American Pet Praducts Assaciation says,

“Qur dogs ang traveling with us 50 much more this day and age,” Huabner-Davidson savs. "They really have
becomea part of our famiky, Wea want 10 make sure we're buckling up our dogs but also keeping our facus on the
road.”?

YOUIR TURN: Where doss Fido sit in your cary



	USATCover
	USAToday8.18.2010

