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Years on Dialysis
Brought Joe Mole
To a Crossroads
Treatment Kept Him Alive,
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A Sister’s Plea to Continue
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red Auto Makers
Ramp Up Accessory Offerings;
Color-Coordinated Wipers

alr Makers Ramp Up
Number of Accessories

\ At Huge Trade Show
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made by third-party suppliers. But GM,
DaimlerChrysler AG'S Chrysler Group
and other companies that offer their own
aftermarket products say third-party sup-
pliers can't match car makers on issues
like safety and integration.

Car makers also argue that with their
qecessories, drivers don’t risk voiding ve-
hicle warranties as they do when install-
ing -aftermarket products. To counter
that concern, the Specialty Equipment
Market Association unveiled a pilot war-
ranty program at its show that is sched-
uled to be launched in January. Under
the program, called ProPledge, partici-
pating aftermarket companies would of-
for their customers i three year or
36,000-mile warranty that would cover
the vehicles when problems arise after
ofi-the-shelf products are installed.

Among car makers peefing up their
own accessory lines, GM is branching
out to technology accessories, such as
remote start, and performance acCesso-
ries. At this week's show in Las Vegds,
GM unveiled a Chevrolet Cobait that high-
lighted the ground-effects kit, rear
spoiler and car body-colored wiper arms
that will soon be available from Chevro-
lel Accessories.

Among other car makers launching
hroader accessory lines, Mitsubishi Mo-
tors Corp.'s Mitsubishi Motors Morth
America announced it would be launch-
ing a “Ralliart” performance parts and
accessories program similar to what it
offers in Japan.

In partnership with Stargate Mobile
and Microsoft Corp., Ford Motor Co. this
week debuted an [nternet-connected
hand-held tablet computer with a touch
sereen that it plans to release as a dealer-
installed accessory for F-Series trucks
next year and for other models later.

Here are some of the other new acces-
sories on display at this week's show.

= Music A host of companies are coming
out with off-the-shelf products designed
1o let you control all aspects of your iPod,
and even other digital music players,
with the controls of your factory or after-
market radic.

AAMP of America Inc.’s Peripheral
Flectronics brand is introducing its
{Pod2car generation 2, & §120.95 (manu-
facturer’s suggested retail price) adapter
that lets you replicate all docking iPod
controls with the butlons of radios from
Alpine, Kenwood, Pioneer and Sony.

Scosche Industries Inc.'s new Blue-
tooth Wireless Car Kils for iPods and
MP3 players let you play the devices
{hrough your car's stereo while standing
up to 30 feet away from your vehicle with
music player in hand. The kits, which
| pegan shipping garlier this fall, run

§199.99 for connectivity with aftermarket

$320,09 for connectivity for
i_nstalled radios.

radios and
certain factory-

Scosche's
Bluetooth
Wirelass ™
¥ Kurgo Sack kit for music
Hook is [t players connects
collapsible steel them with car
frame for radios. :
grocery bags.

¥ TellPhone 4000
hooks up to mobile
ones and has
Caller 1D display.

Sony Corp.'s Sony Electronics intro-
duced the Giga Panel stereo, which has a
removable faceplate that can hook up di-
rectly Lo your computer so you can down-
joad up to 500 tracks that the receiver can
play. Tt will be available in February for
about $350.

On the Edge Marketing of Lake For-
est, Calif., is showing & §1.96 device
called Ride Tones that lets you download
songs and sounds for your factory car
alarm to play. You have 10 pay for each
song downloaded from Ride Tone's Web
gite. It's available at RideTones.com,
among other gutomotive retailers.

u Phones Although hands-free Bluetooth
kits are becoming more common, the lat-
pst batch of products are designed to of-
fer better voice recognition, improved
sound quality and the ability o store
more phone NumDErs.

The new BlueConnect, by Autolntelli-
gence of Muncie, Ind.. is an integrated
Bluetooth system for vehicles with en-
hanced voice recognition and noise reduc-
tion features, You can hook up to seven
phones to the device, and store up to four
phone numbers per name entry. Autoln-
telligence is currently looking for more
distributors, but the product is available
at some Toyota dealerships. It costs $499
for the product with installation.

MITO Corp., of Elkhart, Ind., also has
4 voice- activated Bluetooth kit called the
TellPhone 4000. The can hook |
“to four Bluetooth mobile phone connec-
tions and a graphic display shows Caller

up:

-

ID. 1t is priced at $4139
the company's Web site at

chased on

4 The
| celiCup
hues slots for
a cellphone,
Feys and
pens.

and can be pur-

www.mitocorp.com. For those who expe-
rience dropped calls or no network cover-
age, MITO is also offering the Call Cap-
ture, which hoosts signal strengths by 10
times. It costs §279 and also can be pur-

chased on

MITO's Web site.

If you need a place to store your mo-

bile phone, Heininger Holdings,
is offering the CellCup,

ingham, Wash.,
which fits into an
slot for your cellp
change and Keys,

of Bell-

v cup holder. There is &
hone, another space for
and two other holes for

your pens and pencils. It retails at $12.95

and you can find where

www.heininger.bi

it's available at
r A

m STorage Companies are also introduc-

tion LLC
introducing the
290,99 collapsible

ing a host of new storage devices. Motiva-
Design

of Newbury, Mass., is
Kurgo Sack Hook, a
steel frame that snaps

up to hold 10 to 15 grocery bags and can
pe carried into the house with bags at-

tached. The prod

uct will be available in

February online through Kurgo.com,
among other retailers.

BumperBib Inc. is
Konsole, which can

hack-seat center

Jaunching the Kid
be attached to the
geat belt to offer extra

storage space and washable trays l‘|_1;at

can fold out over

a surface for play or eating.

a child's lap to provide
The 539.95

Kid Konsole, geared al children ages

seven to 15, will
stores this spring

be available at retail
and at Bummt_‘B}b.mm

starting in February.
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Coming Soon to Your C

g customizing package for the Ford
wd larger brakes.

more personalized, sharing
t future vehicles before
in dealer showT0oms. The result:

jand-alone booth. and an Internet-connected front-seat tablet com-
makers' stepped up interest comes as sales puter. To avoid spilled milk in transit, there's
vehicles lag. Vehicle sales dropped by 14%  even a steel frame to hold grocery bags.

ber largely due to high gasoline prices and _ Retail sales for automotive accessories hit $31
‘gver the economy. billion last year, aw;mqmg to the Specialty Equip-
auto makers are now openly embracing ment Market Association, up 8% from 2003 and
all companies that develop products to roughly double that of a decade earlier.

Products made by
cally cost aboul 109 to 15
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When new cars are launched, consum-
ere who want to personalize their
rides with spoilers, {ailfins or ex-
ireme Wheels won't have to wait.
With car makers offering more Acces-
sories to compete with off-the-shelf
products, consumers should find it
easier to buy accessories that fit,

trade show this year s a gadget that
lets you download songs for your car
alarm to play, a signal-booster for
cellphones and navigation systems
with real-time traffic information.
Other items include windshield-
wiper arms that are the same color

adapters for digital music players,
gony PlayStations in the seatbacks

General Motors Corp. typi-
o, more than accessories
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By MiCHAEL SCHROEDER
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foreign capital. Article on page AT,
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Spying on the CIA
Let's assess the validity of the claim
that Valerie Plame’s status was

covert,” or even properly classified,
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